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Soil health and water quality not only determine the quality of human life,
but whether human life is possible. Conservation and restoration of our
soil and water resources benefits everyone and requires community-wide
involvement. The Cerro Gordo Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) invites everyone to get involved in preserving our essential
natural resources for future generations.
Mission & Vision of the Cerro Gordo Soil and Water Conservation District

Cover crop implementation. Photo
courtesy of SWCD.

It is the mission of the Cerro Gordo SWCD to: Help landowners and producers to do the best job
possible of protecting and enhancing our soil and water resources. We administer local, state,
and federal conservation programs that provide financial and technical assistance to implement
structures and practices to preserve our soil and water.
The Priority Goals for the Cerro Gordo Soil and Water Conservation District are as follows:
The priority goals were established in collaboration with input from a Local Working Group (consisting of
farmers, local business owners, and other residents of the community), Cerro Gordo Commissioners and
Natural Resources Conservation Service staff.
Priority goal:

Natural resource and water quality education.

Priority goal:

Work with partners to promote waterway establishment and improve local understanding of
their impacts on water quality.

Priority goal:

Promoting practices in Cerro Gordo County with a direct impact on soil erosion and water
quality.

Priority goal:

Improve landowner outreach.

Priority goal:

Promote Sustaining Tomorrow’s Agricultural Resources (STAR) Program within Cerro Gordo
County.
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Who We Are and How We Operate
The Cerro Gordo Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) was organized at the request of residents
interested in soil and water conservation. The Cerro Gordo SWCD was officially formed in 1947. A charter
was issued under the provisions of the Soil Conservation Districts’ Law, Code of Iowa, Chapter 467A, on
November 20, 1942. In the state of Iowa, the geographical boundaries of the County and Conservation
District are usually the same. Cerro Gordo’s District boundaries are the same. There is a total of 100
Conservation Districts in the state of Iowa.
The SWCD Board is composed of five elected Commissioners. They hold monthly meetings that are open to
the public. They also conduct periodic Local Working Group meetings to obtain input and investment of
community members and organizations. Their conservation efforts include education and outreach, and
they form partnerships that protect and improve the soil and water resources of the District.
What We Do and Who We Serve
The Soil and Water Conservation (SWCD) Board’s purpose is to be aware of the soil and water issues of the
District and work with the community and related organizations to address them. SWCD Boards serve and
support individuals, organizations, farmers, urban residents, local school districts’ conservation curriculum
and the community-at-large in their work.
What is in the Plan
The Soil and Water Resource Conservation Plan (SWRCP) represents the state of soil and water
resources of the Cerro Gordo SWCD District and the priority goals to focus on for the next five years
to protect and promote natural resources. The Board also uses the SWRCP to formulate their annual plans.
The SWRCP includes a brief history of the District, an inventory of the District’s resources, and an in-depth
description of the SWCD Board’s goals and credits.

Dennis Carney

Ken Nelson

Scott Kennedy

Phil Dougherty

Lois Nieman

Cerro Gordo Assistant Commissioners
Mary Everhart
Rebecca Higgins

(See Appendices A through E for specific information about the goals, actions, and timeframes.)
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Cerro Gordo Soil & Water
Conservation District (SWCD)
Five-Year Soil & Water Resource Conservation Plan
2021-2025
Preface
“Man, despite his artistic pretensions and his many accomplishments, owes his existence to a six-inch layer
of topsoil and the fact that it rains.” ~ Author Unknown
The lands and water we enjoy in the Cerro Gordo Soil & Water Conservation District are resources
borrowed from future generations. We are responsible for their care. This Five-Year Soil and Water
Resources Conservation Plan (SWRCP) recognizes that obligation. We have created it with the belief that
we can enjoy the benefits of land and water stewardship today, while ensuring environmental security for
tomorrow. Your involvement in the plan’s success is your gift to the future.
“Someone’s sitting in the shade today because someone planted a tree a long time ago.” - Warren Buffett
General Description of the Cerro Gordo Soil & Water Conservation District
The total area of the District is approximately 568 square miles or 363,712 acres. Roughly 99 percent of the
total acres in the District are land, and the other one percent is in water. 79 percent of the county lives in
urban areas, while 29 percent lives in rural areas. Urban land usage roughly four percent of the District.
Agricultural tendencies of the Cerro Gordo District have seen pastures, hay ground, and timber ground
converted to row crop production. There are multiple lakes in the District, including Clear Lake. Towns and
rural areas in the District rely on wells for their water supply. The rivers are classified as secondary human
contact supplies in that they are warm-water areas for fish and aquatic wildlife purposes.

Population & Employment

Rural & Urban
PopulaQon
Rural
21%

Urban
79%

Median Income
$65,000

District Median
Household
Income

$60,000

State Median
Household
Income

$55,000
$50,000

2010 US CENSUS

Naconal Median
Household
Income

$45,000

2010 US CENSUS
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Producer Information
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33%

Producer Gender

Male
Producers,
67%

Nass.usda.gov

2010 US Census

Soil & Water Resources
Existing Land Use
Land Usage

Acres
300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000
100,000
50,000
0

Agricultural
Land

Cropland
2007

Oats & Rye ProducQon

2017

Corn & Soybean ProducQon
250,000

300
250

Oats

Corn

200,000

Acres

200
Acres

2012

Nass.usda.gov

Nass.usda.gov (2007-2017) Data

150

150,000
100,000

100

Soybeans

50
0
2007

Pastureland Woodland

50,000

Rye

2012

0

2017

2007

Year

2012

Year

Nass.usda.gov

Nass.usda.gov

4

2017

Hayland
Harvested

Other Significant Crops

Nass.usda.gov

Corn field. Photo courtesy of SWCD.

Soil Resources (refer to maps in appendices)
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Water Resources (refer to maps in appendices)

Clear Lake located in Cerro Gordo County. Photo Credits.

Iowadnr.gov 2019

List of Water Bodies:
The largest rivers and water bodies in the District are the Winnebago River, Willow Creek, and
Beaver Dam Creek, with stream lengths of 30, 15.7, and 13.75 miles, respectively. Other water
bodies include East Branch Beaver Dam Creek, Calmus Creek, Wharam Creek, and Clear Lake, in
addition to many private ponds.
Watershed Management Authorities:
Shell Rock River WMA and Iowa River WMA. A Watershed Management Authority
(WMA) is a mechanism for cities, counties, Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs)
and stakeholders to cooperatively engage in watershed planning and management.

Public Water Sources:
All towns and rural areas in the District rely on wells for their water supply.
Recreation and Wildlife
Resources
Acres for Wildlife & Recreacon
County
Conservacon
Board Owned
Acres, 3,437
City, County,
DNR Owned
Acres, 9,068

12,505 Total Acres

Iowadnr.gov 2019

Mining & Mineral Resources
Nine pits utilizing stone and gravel resources are present in the district.
Please see appendix K for full details and map.
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Maps and Additional Documents

The maps and charts included provide further information/understanding about the soil and water
resources of the District, and they appear in Appendices F though K.

Priority Goals

The SWCD Board determines their goals from an inventory of the natural resources of the district (above),
input of the Local Working Group and the public. The goals for the SWCD for the next five years are listed
and described thoroughly in Appendices A through E.

Purpose of the Planning Process

Planning enables District Commissioners and Staff to take positive, proactive steps to preserve and
improve our natural resources.
During the SWRCP planning process, the SWCD Board utilized current information about the states of the
soil and water in their District. The Commissioners also requested input from the community through the
formation of a Local Working Group, and public involvement in public board meetings about the natural
resource issues for the District. The Board established goals for the next five years, seeking partnerships
with individuals and organizations that share their concerns and objectives.
The finished Five-Year Plan provides Information about the soil and water issues the District faces, and what
the SWCD Board strives to implement to preserve and improve our natural resources. It is also an invitation
to everyone in the community to get involved in the conservation of the District’s natural resources.

Priority Goals

The SWCD Board determines their goals from an inventory of the natural resources of the district (above),
input of the Local Working Group and the public. The goals for the SWCD for the next five years are listed
and described thoroughly in Appendices A through E.

Credits for Information/Resources

These are the individuals and organizations who provided materials, data, and resources for the information
provided in this plan.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Natural Resource Conservation Service
Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship
Conservation Districts of Iowa
Iowa Department of Natural Resources
National Agricultural Statistics Service
Farm Service Agency
US Census Bureau

Credits for Input

These are the individuals and groups that provided input concerning the conservation issues and
potential goals for the District.
•
Local Working Group Members (Residents of Cerro Gordo County)
•
District Staff
•
Elected Commissioners
•
Cerro Gordo County Supervisors
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Organization & Authority
The Cerro Gordo Soil and Water Conservation District was organized at the request of local citizens
interested in soil and water conservation. A charter was issued under the provisions of the Soil
Conservation Districts’ Law, Code of Iowa, Chapter 467A, on November 20, 1942. The boundaries of
the district and the county are the same, (the exception is Pottawattamie County being divided into
two districts). Cerro Gordo consists of 16 townships. The District is a subdivision of state government
governed by five locally elected commissioners, who are elected on the general ballot and serve fouryear
terms.
District Commissioners
are charged by the Iowa General Assembly with the restoration
• City
of Oakland,
Iowa
and conservation of the soil, water, and the related natural resources of the county (Chapter
• Food and Agriculture Council
161A.5). The District receives support services from the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land
• Forestry Section, Iowa Conservation Commission
Stewardship. Commissioners can appoint as many Assistant Commissioners as they deem
• Golden Hills /Hungry Canyons
necessary. At this date, there is currently two Assistant Commissioners serving Cerro Gordo.
• Iowa Cooperative Extension Service
Additional
authorities
have been
the Soil and Water Conservation
District&since
it was
• Iowa Dept.
of Agriculture
andgiven
Landto
Stewardship-Division
of Soil Conservation
Water
Quality
founded
in
1942.
Some
of
these
additional
authorities
are:
• Pottawattamie County Board of Supervisors
Sub-districts
(Chapter
467A, Sec. 13-41) of a soil and water conservation district may be formed
•1. U.S.
Army Corp.
of Engineers
for the
purposeFood
of carrying
out watershed
• USDA
– County
and Agriculture
Councilprotection and flood prevention programs with the
sub-district
may Agency
not be formed solely for the purpose of establishing or taking over the
• USDA
– Farmbut
Service
operation
of
an
existing
district.
• USDA – Natural Resourcesdrainage
Conservation
Service
2. The Commissioners of the Soil and Water Conservation District shall adopt reasonable
• West Pottawattamie SWCD
regulations (Chapter 467A, Sec. 42-53) to establish a soil loss limit or limits for the District and
provide for the implementation of the limit or limits and may subsequently amend or repeal
their regulations as they deem necessary. Chapter 467A also provides for mandatory erosion
control after due process.
3. The Soil and Water Conservation District (Chapter 467B) advises and consults with counties and
sub-districts upon the request of any of them or any affected landowners, and is authorized to
cooperate with other state subdivisions, or instrumentalities and affected landowners, as well
as with the federal government or any department or agency thereof, to construct, operate,
and maintain suitable projects for flood or soil erosion control.
4. Under Chapter 467C, the County Board of Supervisors can establish districts having for their
purpose of soil conservation and the control of flood waters. The establishment of these
districts requires the approval of the Soil and Water Conservation District along with the
Department of Natural Resources. This section includes the role of the District in representing
the rural as well as urban interests in the administration of the Erosion Control Law and other
programs in which the District is involved. Consultative assistance is provided to both cities and
the county upon request. Also, these authorities are within the Code of Iowa, Chapter 467E –
Agricultural Energy Management and Chapter 467F – Water Protection Projects and
Practices. However, the ultimate responsibility for soil erosion control rests with the District
pursuant to Chapter 161A, Subchapter V. The District is authorized to request assistance from
and enter into Memorandums of Understanding between themselves and other federal, state,
and local entities to carry out their assignment and leadership role in the conservation,
development, and productive use of the county’s soil, water, and related natural resources.
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Active Memorandums of Understanding have been signed with:
•
•

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship

District Policies
Some of the duties, authorities, and responsibilities of the district commissioners are to provide guidance
for soil and water conservation in the District. This includes but is not limited to conducting surveys,
investigations, demonstrations, and help to determine research needs relating to soil and water problems.
To collaborate with other agencies, governmental or otherwise, and with landowners/operators; to
promote the development of comprehensive programs of planning, application, and maintenance soil
erosion control and conservation practices. Our activities are intended to benefit the people of the district,
the state of Iowa and our nation to ensure our natural resources are here for the next generations.
The Cerro Gordo County Soil and Water Conservation District is an equal opportunity provider and
employer in line with all state and federal opportunity guidelines.
Cerro Gordo SWCD reserves the right to modify the Five-Year Soil & Water Resource Conservation Plan as
needed for the best interest of our Natural Conservation Goals.

Cerro Gordo producer. Photo courtesy of SWCD.
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Statement of Adoption
We, the Commissioners of Cerro Gordo Soil and Water Conservation District, adopt this program on
the ______ day of __________ 2021.
___________________________

Scott Kennedy
Chairman, Cerro Gordo SWCD
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Statement of Approval
This 5-Year Soil & Water Resource Conservation Plan of the Cerro Gordo Soil and Water
Conservation District was reviewed and approved by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship Division of Soil Conservation & Water Quality
on _____________________, 20____.

_____________________________________________

Susan Kozak
Director of Soil Conservation & Water Quality Division
Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship
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Appendix A
Priority Goal: Natural resource and water quality education.

Actions Planned
• Educating non-farm public through outreach
opportunities (I.e., newspaper articles,
churches, service clubs, etc.).

• Supporting youth conservation education in
high schools, 4-H, FFA, the Nature
Center, ISU Extension Office, etc.

• Further develop social media and/or online
mailing list.

Timeframe

Milestones

• Ongoing – agenda • Promote opportunities of Lifelong Learning at NIACC on
item
social media, at the Office, in the newspaper, etc.
monthly
• Publish 2-3 advertisements in newspaper annually
• Partner with NACD to provide churches with bulletins
focused on conservation
• Partner with North Iowa Landfill to spread awareness of
SWCD and conservation through their weekly ad
annually
• Collaborate with service clubs (I.e., Rotary, Lions, etc.) to
provide a short conservation program during their
meetings annually
• Ongoing – agenda • Contact FFA and 4-H leaders in the County
item
• Establish a contact with the Nature Center and increase
monthly
awareness of SWCD through sponsoring one of
their events
• Develop a booth to be featured at the Green Expo
• Develop conservation content that can be used by local
Boy and Girl Scout troops
• Sponsor the Conservation Station from Learning Farms
• Ongoing
• Recruit a student intern to assist in developing social
media/creating online presence
• Monthly
• Achieve 1-4 social media posts a month
• Utilize Dennis’s column to retrieve contact information
for mailing list

Factors Limiting Practice Application
• Staff time/availability to post on social media and increase media presence.
•

Actions Needed to Overcome Limiting Factors
• Utilizing a student intern knowledgeable on social media and interested in conservation to improve social media
presence.
• Further developing previously established partnerships and Local Working Group member partnerships to promote
conservation education within the District.
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Yearly Goal Updates
Year

Revisions to Goals,
Actions

Actions Completed, (Date)

1

2

3

4

5
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Additional Goals/Actions

Appendix B
Priority Goal: Work with partners to promote waterway establishment and improve local understanding of their
impacts on water quality.

Actions Planned
• Partner with NRCS to improve and increase
implementation of waterway
establishment within the county.

• Partner with county entities and make them
aware of what the SWCD can offer.

Timeframe

Milestones

• Ongoing
• Increase participation in waterway development by 10%
• Develop target list • Develop a target list that documents individuals who are
by end of
not following conservation plans
2021
• Provide Troy, Conservation Tech, with the target list to
assist him in checking on conservation plan
compliance
• Annually
• Develop and expand on relationships with County
Engineer, Supervisors, and NRCS
Invite Engineer and Supervisors to attend a regular SWCD
meeting

• Improve community and Commissioner
education on impacts of soil erosion.

• Ongoing
• Host 1 field day
annually

•

•

• Showing examples of individuals who have done
establishment correctly through various outreach
methods
• Promote cost-share options through newspaper articles,
advertisements, etc.
• Improve producer understanding of the proper design of
waterways through pamphlets, brochures, etc. at
the Office
• Utilize Becky and Troy to further Commissioner
understanding of proper waterway establishment
through brief presentations at SWCD meetings
• Host field day at a waterway that is being developed
•

Factors Limiting Practice Application
• Time/personnel of NRCS to follow through with conservation plan compliance.
o Two parts: land that is required to have waterways and land that should have waterways.

Actions Needed to Overcome Limiting Factors
• Further developing relationships with key partners in the District to assist in implementing conservation plan
compliance.
• Focus on advertising and sharing conservation projects that currently being implemented within the District (I.e.,
waterway development).
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Yearly Goal Updates
Year

Revisions to Goals,
Actions

Actions Completed, (Date)

1

2

3

4

5
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Additional Goals/Actions

Appendix C
Priority Goal: Promoting practices in Cerro Gordo County with a direct impact on soil erosion and water quality.

Actions Planned
• Improve implementation of cover crops and
producer knowledge of cost-share
available to them.

Timeframe

Milestones

• Ongoing

• Explaining caveats to producers (I.e., Cerro Gordo County
has differing landscapes on both sides of the
County)
• Increase the number of producers utilizing cover crops by
10%
• Increase cost-share acres up to 2,000 annually

• Improve implementation of no-till and increase • Ongoing
producer understanding of its
relationship to cover crops.

• Provide information to individuals about cost-share
options for no-till through various forms of
outreach
• Improve producer understanding of the benefits of no-till
in addition to cover crop implementation through
outreach methods

• Decrease the amount of nitrogen applied in the • Share information • Share information on social media, newspaper articles,
fall within Cerro Gordo County.
prior to fall
etc., about the detriments of fall-applied nitrogen
months
stabilizers

• Improve implementation of windbreaks and
producer knowledge of cost-share
available to them.

• Ongoing

• Provide information to individuals about cost-share
options for windbreaks through various forms of
outreach
• Promote windbreak cost-share of 75% of up to $1,600
• Promote field windbreak cost-share of 75% up to
$600/acre

Factors Limiting Practice Application
• Traditions/incentives from retailers that promote producers to apply nitrogen in the fall.
• Lack of knowledge on the benefits of cover crops.
• Lack of multi-year cost-share available for cover crops.

Actions Needed to Overcome Limiting Factors
• Improve producer understanding of their own land through outreach and targeted messaging.
• Provide information through various outreach methods.
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Yearly Goal Updates
Year

Revisions to Goals,
Actions

Actions Completed, (Date)

1

2

3

4

5
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Additional Goals/Actions

Appendix D
Priority Goal: Improve landowner outreach.

Actions Planned

Timeframe

Milestones

• Support Women Land and Legacy (WLL).

• Ongoing

• Continue financial support of WLL events.
• Assist in recruiting program speakers, general members,
committee members, etc.
• Continue to have Mary and Lois update the SWCD on WLL
events when applicable

• Host a landowner meeting to share program
information.

• Winter 2022 –
review
annually

• Invite landowners and individuals from SWCD Donor List
• Achieve 20-50 attendees for meeting
• Determine 1-5 speakers to present at meeting
• Determine structure of meeting (I.e., meals, venue,
speakers, information to provide, etc.)

• Develop a mailable and online pamphlet
targeted towards landowners and the
programs that affect them.

• Winter 2022

• Create pamphlet with pertinent information to encourage
landowners and/or tenants to implement
promoted practices
• Have it ready for landowner meeting, website, Facebook,
etc.

•

•

•

Factors Limiting Practice Application
• Traditions of landowners and/or tenants.
• Identifying targeted audience of landowners – will take time.
• Time/staff availability to plan landowner meeting.

Actions Needed to Overcome Limiting Factors
• Empowering landowners to understand the natural value of their property.
o Connect value of land to rental prices.
• Generate list of producers through outreach and other means (I.e., County Recorder’s Office, Plot Book etc.).
• Utilizing Local Working Group and other partners to assist in planning landowner meeting.
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Yearly Goal Updates
Year

Revisions to Goals,
Actions

Actions Completed, (Date)

1

2

3

4

5
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Additional Goals/Actions

Appendix E
Priority Goal: Promote Sustaining Tomorrow’s Agricultural Resources (STAR) Program within Cerro Gordo County.

Actions Planned

Timeframe

Milestones

• Educate producers and landowners on STAR
Program.

• Ongoing

• Increase the number of producers participating in the
STAR Program by one or more annually
• Promote STAR Program through paper and social media
outreach methods

• Educate youth involved in FFA on STAR
Program.

• Ongoing

• Present STAR Program information at FFA classes

•

•

•

•

•

•

Factors Limiting Practice Application
• Staff time to fill out grading sheets.

Actions Needed to Overcome Limiting Factors
• Improving producer understanding of criteria for STAR Program.
• Recognize individuals who have achieved success in the STAR Program.
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Yearly Goal Updates
Year

Revisions to Goals,
Actions

Actions Completed, (Date)

1

2

3

4

5
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Additional Goals/Actions

Appendix F

Maps

Townships

Cerro Gordo Township Map
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Appendix G

Maps

Hydrological Unit Code Watersheds Maps: show the full areal extent of surface water drainage for the U.S.
using a hierarchical system of layered hydrologic units at various scales, each with an assigned hydrologic
unit code (HUC). HUCs are delineated and georeferenced to U.S. Geological Survey. HUC 8 maps the
subbasin level, analogous to medium-sized river basins and a HUC 10 covers the drainage area for a
watershed, typically 40,000 and 250.000 acres in size.
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Cerro Gordo Interactive HUC 10 Watershed Map
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Appendix H

Maps

Hydrological Unit Code Watersheds Maps
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Cerro Gordo Interactive HUC 12 Watershed Map
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Appendix I

Maps

Source Water Map

Cerro Gordo Interactive Source Water Map
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Maps

Appendix J
Mining and Minerals Data
Facility ID

Facility Name

Address

Programs

22326 Claybanks Dr
Nora Springs, IA 50458

Wastewater-NPDES General Permit #5 - Quarries-IAG140030
Water Supply-Water Use-5387

310997467 Heartland Asphalt

14847 ULMUS AVENUE
Mason City, IA 50401

Wastewater-NPDES
Wastewater-NPDES
Wastewater-NPDES
Wastewater-NPDES
Wastewater-NPDES

Heartland Asphalt, Inc.,
312002329 Wepking Pit - Construction
Activities

10844 WHEELERWOOD DR.
Mason City, IA 50401

Wastewater-NPDES General Permit #5 - Quarries-IAG140263
Wastewater-NPDES General Permit #1-3 - Storm Water-21437

312558977 Lafargeholcim

1840 NORTH FEDERAL
AVENUE
Mason City, IA 50401

Wastewater-NPDES General Permit #5 - Quarries-IAG140589

Martin Marietta Materials, Inc
311114662
- Portland Quarry

19378 245TH ST.
Mason City, IA 50401

Air-Minor-17-01-098
Wastewater-NPDES General Permit #5 - Quarries-IAG140209
Wastewater-NPDES General Permit #1-3 - Storm Water-3592
Water Supply-Water Use-2150

312049333 Mason City Quarry

14454 300th St
Mason City, IA 50401

Wastewater-NPDES General Permit #5 - Quarries-IAG140205

312048325 Pike Quarry

21948 315TH ST
Plymouth, IA 50464

Wastewater-NPDES General Permit #5 - Quarries-IAG140078
Wastewater-NPDES General Permit #5 - Quarries-IAG140499

312049533 Rippen

20503 - 24TH STREET
Mason City, IA 50401

Wastewater-NPDES General Permit #5 - Quarries-IAG140238

312049351 Ubben

17432 - 110TH STREET
Rockwell, IA 50469

Wastewater-NPDES General Permit #5 - Quarries-IAG140215

310406254 Charles L Forbes

General
General
General
General
General

Cerro Gordo Mining and Minerals Data
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Permit
Permit
Permit
Permit
Permit

#5 - Quarries-IAG140478
#1-3 - Storm Water-3876
#1-3 - Storm Water-18056
#1-3 - Storm Water-26261
#1-3 - Storm Water-31924

Appendix K

Maps

Mining and Minerals Map

Cerro Gordo Mining and Minerals Interactive Map
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Appendix L

Local Working Group

What is a Local Working Group?
Local Working Groups are composed of agricultural producers, owners/operators of nonindustrial private forest land, professionals representing agricultural and natural resource
interests, and individuals representing a variety of disciplines in the soil, water, wetland, plant,
forestry, and wildlife sciences who are familiar with agricultural and natural resource issues in
the local community.
Role of Local Working Groups
Local Working Groups provide recommendations to the District Board of Commissioners, the
District Conservationist and the State Conservationist on local natural resource priorities and
criteria for conservation activities and programs.
Membership
Local Working Group membership aims to be diverse and focus on agricultural interests and
natural resource issues existing in the local community. To ensure that recommendations of
the Local Working Group take into account the needs of diverse groups served by USDA,
membership shall include, to the extent practicable, individuals with demonstrated ability to
represent the conservation concerns of particular historically underserved groups and
individuals including, but not limited to, minorities; women; persons with disabilities; and
socially and economically disadvantaged groups.
Cerro Gordo Soil and Water Conservation District’s Five-Year SWRCP Public Input Meetings
1/20/2021-Public Local Working Group Meeting
2/17/2021-Public Planning & Input Meeting

Pheasant Rooster spotted in Cerro Gordo County. Photo courtesy of
Cerro Gordo County Conservation Board.
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